
1 

 

Volume 119-04                                          Hiawatha, Iowa                                                      April 2019 

Table of Contents 
Calendar............................................................. 11 

From the Potentate ............................................ 2 

Club and Unit ................................... Throughout 

From the First Lady ............................................ 5 

Divan Digest ....................................................... 3 

 

PUBLISHED MONTHLY BY: 

EL KAHIR SHRINE CENTER 

PO BOX 38 

HIAWATHA, IA 52233 

PHONE 319.395.0109 

FAX 319.395.7146 

OFFICE HOURS: 9:00AM-4:00PM 

CLOSED FRIDAYS 

WWW.ELKAHIR.ORG 

Email elkahir.karavan@gmail.com 



2 

 

Hello Nobles & Ladies: 
       We are not immortal. Our time 
will come. We need to use our time on 
this earth the best that we can. What 
we do Today does make a difference 
because Tomorrow is not a guarantee. 
Our prayers go out to all our members 
and family who have lost a loved one. 
It is not easy and we all need help 
when that happens. For those of you 
who might not know, Past First Lady 
Jean Zinser was laid to rest on March 
12th. 
        I usually don’t mention dates in 
my article but Important dates are 
April 13th, the Roger Donegan Memo-
rial Ceremonial. April 19th, last day to 
get Ball Reservations in. April 27th, El 
Kahir Ball, Dueling Pianos will play. 
May 3rd, day bus trip to Pella Tulip 
Festival. May 4th, Kalona Bus trip for 
the day.  
       Friend? Foe? Just don’t care? 
Working my way through the Divan, 
they said there would be Friends will-
ing to help. There would be Foes that 
find fault with all you do and those 

that don’t care. They were right. What 
are you? Friend? Foe? Just Don’t Care? 
I will make the best decision for El 
Kahir that I can. Always have and 
always will. 
        Onion sales are in full swing, 
have you sold any? This is a great fund 
raiser for El Kahir. When it benefits El 
Kahir it also benefits you! 
         Membership is something that 
we need to work on. We are ALL on 
the Membership Committee. Make 
sure that new members know what is 
going on. Invite them to our events. 
Let them see what we are working for. 
Their friends will follow. Have you 
replaced yourself with a new member? 
           First trip with the El Kahir bus 
was great. Everyone on board had a 
great time, a great meeting, with great 
Nobles and Ladies to the Waverly 
Area Veterans. Thank you to all that 
traveled. 
           Do we have any IT people in El 
Kahir that would like to start a new 
unit? Zor Shrine Center has an IT unit 
called Imaginarians. Their use for the 

shrine center is unlimited. If interested, 
please talk with me.  
           Licensed vehicles participating 
in parades: We need to have a copy of 
your Insurance Card to the El Kahir 
Recorder BEFORE you parade. This 
is so you are covered under yours as 
well as El Kahir’s insurance policy 
during a parade. Check your parade 
vehicles today and be ready to parade. 
            Please remember to act like 
Mason’s and Shriner’s every day. Peo-
ple remember your bad actions more 
than your good actions. So do the right 
thing, even when no one is watching! 
Thank you Nobles and Ladies for 
making El Kahir a great place. Let’s be 
careful out there. 
             
 Yours in the Faith, 
  
 Jay Owens - Potentate 
 jwowens2019@gmail.com 
  Cell 319-269-1775 

2019 DIVAN  

Board of Directors (elected)  

JAY OWENS - POTENTATE  

DALE ROBERGE - CHIEF RAB-

BAN  

RUSTY MEISTER -ASSISTANT 

RABBAN  

LARRY RITZE-HIGH PRIEST & 

PROPHET  

TOM BOECKMANN-ORIENTAL 

GUIDE  
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ROBERT ZIMMERLY -CHAPLAIN  

MICHAEL ZINSER - DIRECTOR 

 

TRUSTEES  

GEORGE ZINSER P.P. 

FLOYD SAUTER P.P  
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KEITH ZEIGLER  
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     Nobles and Ladies, 
I hope that everyone is well and 
strong.  I took a hit with bronchitis last 
month and missed what I heard to be a 
great time at the informational meeting 
in Waverly.  I am looking forward to 
the fall meeting in Waverly.   
I am glad that I am better so that I may 
enjoy the Potentate’s Ball on April 
27th in Cedar Falls.  Registrations are 
still available until April 19th.  I am 
looking forward to “Cruising in 2019.”  
I am sure there may be some surprises 
for the night. 

I am also glad that parade season will 
soon be here.  I look forward to seeing 
all the Nobles and Ladies sharing fel-
lowship and fun.  At times, it is hard 
work, although the treatments for the 
kids is well worth the effort and energy 
of our Nobles and Ladies. 
I would like to thank the group of 
Nobles spearheaded by Noble Todd 
Morgan that hosted the comedy night 
at El Kahir.  These events continue to 
grow, bringing in more and more new 
people to El Kahir.  Thank you for 
your tireless efforts.  
Have a great April and enjoy the Sun. 
As always, if you have any questions or 
comments, please feel free to contact 
me at droberge2020@gmail.com or 
612-386-1020. 
 
Yours in the Faith, 
Dale Roberge 
El Kahir Shrine 
Chief Rabban  

     Travel.  If there is one word that 
really sums up the role of a Divan 
member, that covers it well.  Since 
being elected as your Oriental Guide, 
I’ve driven 3830 miles for El Kahir.  
With every mile driven, I am reminded 
of the great men and ladies in El Ka-
hirland.  I’m reminded of the fun that 
each of you make at every opportunity 
and the devotion that each has to the 
world’s greatest philanthropy.  I’m 
reminded, too, of the pride I have in 
being a Shriner and of the many life-
long friends I’ve made in my travels.  It 
truly is great to be a Shriner. 
     The travel isn’t limited to time be-
hind the windshield.  Lisa and I had 
the honor of representing you at the 
Oriental Guide seminar in Tampa.  
The intense three-day workshop 
touched on leadership, mentorship, 
Shrine law and policies, finances and 
budgeting, reporting and record-
keeping, and MEMBERSHIP!  We 
were also afforded the opportunity to 
meet with other Oriental Guides from 
across the world (we met our German 
counterpart) and to meet one-on-one 
with the Imperial Officers.  Lisa and I 
are blessed to have counterparts in the 
central states who are willing to share 
their concerns, successes and failures.  
It is interesting to note that Lisa and I 
are among the oldest Oriental Guide 
counterparts.  Isn’t it great to see 
younger Shriners and Ladies who are 
stepping up to make a difference? 
     The location for the 2023 Imperial 
session was announced while at the 
seminar, kind of.  Plans are underway 
to secure a city in the Carolinas but no 
contract has been signed.  So, if you 
are a forward-thinker, plan to attend 
the Imperial session in Nashville in 
2019, Kansas City in 2020, Houston in 
2021, Minneapolis in 2022 and some-
where in the Carolinas in 2023.  That’s 
two in the next five years that are less 
than a half-day drive away and two 
more that are just a day away!  What a 
great opportunity that you won’t want 
to miss. 
     El Kahir recently acquired a 21-
passenger van to make travel easier for 
your club or unit.  North Iowa Shrine 
Club sold the bus to El Kahir for use 
by nobles and ladies for parades, club 
or unit trips, charitable and fraternal 
PR visits and many other uses not yet 
thought of.  Common courtesy dictates 
that if you sign up for a ride or you 

have someone sign up for you (e.g., 
stated meetings) and you’re unable to 
attend, you notify the office to cancel 
your reservation so someone waiting to 
get on the list can use your seat.  
Enough said. 
     I’m excited to work with the Hospi-
tal Dads in co-sponsoring a steel guitar 
show in Waterloo this fall.  Our re-
sponsibility is to have lots of fezzes in 
the crowd.  That’s it.  Wear your fez 
and sit back to enjoy a fun-filled day of 
music – and the proceeds help Shrine 
kids.  This venue has been very well 
received in other parts of the country 
and the attendance has been great in 
Waterloo for the past several years.  
Organizers just needed a place to fun-
nel their funds, and who knows of a 
better philanthropy than Shriners Hos-
pitals and Healthcare?  Tentative dates 
are October 25-27.  We’ll get more 
information out to you as it becomes 
available. 
     Another event for the Hospital 
Dads is the annual Easter Egg Hunt 
on April 14 from 1:30 to 3:00.  The 
event will again be held at the Shrine 
Center with pizza, pop, and fun.  Bring 
your kids and grandkids and offer to 
pick up a Shrine patient family for this 
afternoon of fun!  RSVPs are required 
before April 10.  Oh, don’t forget to 
bring a basket to collect the hidden 
eggs! 
     The Divan is working on ways to 
keep you more up-to-date on the hap-
penings at El Kahir.  We all appreciate 
the Thursday morning emails from the 
Recorder’s Office but find that there is 
information that is not included – 
through no fault of office staff.  We 
hope to have the website fully func-
tional soon, working on a better pro-
cess to get the Karavan out sooner, 
exploring ways to keep the calendar 
current, and you can expect more post-
ing on the El Kahir Shriners Facebook 
page.  The Facebook page will be used 
for up-to-the-minute (or close) infor-
mation such as meeting changes, event 
updates, birth, marriage, anniversary 
and death announcements, etc.   
     No Karavan article is complete 
without mentioning our number one 
fraternal priority - membership.  Illus-
trious Sir Linc has some great ideas to 
help us connect with men who would 
be good Shriners, Masons who aren’t 
Shriners, and men who, for one reason 
or another, decided to leave our frater-
nity.  It is incumbent upon each and 
every one of us to do our part to grow 
with like-minded, quality men.  It’s all 
about being COMMITTED TO 
MEMBERSHIP!  I AM! R U? 
     Alone, we can do so little.  Togeth-
er, we can do so much.  Join the team! 
 
 Yours in the Faith, 
 
Tom Boeckmann - Oriental Guide 
Tom.Boeckmann@gmail.com  
319-310-4724 

     I hope this finds everyone well. 
What an exciting year so far. Jennifer 
and I just got back from the AR 
School in Tampa. We met some 
great people on our travels. Some 
major points of the school touched 
on bylaws, insurance, and fund rais-
ing.  
     Do you know of some good ideas 
for a fund raiser? I have had a couple 
of nobles approach me on a few 
ideas. We are always looking for 
more. I am looking for help and 
ideas for Shriners Appreciation Day 
on June 6th from 5pm - 8pm. This is 
an excellent opportunity to let the 
public know what we do and who 
we are.      There are many opportu-
nities at our temple to help out and 
show your support. If you don’t 
belong to a club or unit, contact me 
and we can discuss what your inter-
ests are and get you involved.  
     I would also like to thank the 
DeMolay for all their hard work at 
the fish fry. I am very impressed 
with everything you do to help our 
cause.   
 
 Yours in the faith, 
 
Rusty Meister - Assistant Rabban 
 El Kahir Shrine 
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     Kalona trip - May 4th- leaving at 
10 am from the Shrine 
     If you like cheese, chocolate, 
baked goods, wine, beer, and fellow-
ship, this is the trip you are not 
wanting to miss!!!!!  
     Every Shriner and their spouse 
(or friend) is invited on this FUN 
trip.  (NO FUND-RAISING AL-
LOWED ON THIS TRIP)  
     The bus will leave at 10 am and 
arrive back at the Shrine at 6 
pm.  The cost of the bus is $30.  The 
bus will have a bathroom on it. 
     You are in once $30 per person 
is paid to Al Schaul (this is the 
amount to cover the costs of the bus 
& tip for the driver of the bus for 8 
hours.)  We are limiting this trip to 
26 people, so if you are interested in 
this trip, please put your money 
down right away to ensure you get a 
spot on the bus. 
     Please bring a small cooler with 
anything you want to drink & it will 

serve as a place to store your cheese 
curds. 
     We will first visit the Kalo-
na Creamery. 
     We will then get dropped off 
downtown in Kalona, where we can 
explore and eat lunch for the next 2 
½ hours at our own pace at the Ka-
lona  Genera l  Store ,  Ka lo-
na Chocolates, Kalona Bak-
ery, Kalona Brewery, Kalona Histor-
ic Village and all other antique 
shops. 
     We will then go to Murphy’s in 
Riverside for a while, depending on 
time. 
     Then the last stop will be Cedar 
Ridge Winery & Distillery. 
     We will be back to the Shrine 
around 6 pm. 
     If you have any questions, please 
contact Al Schaul at 319-560-7414.  

April 13th  Spring Ceremonial  
  9:30am Roger Donegan Class  
  Shrine Center 
  Ladies Luncheon 
 
April 14th  Patients Easter Egg Hunt                                                                                                     
  1:30pm -  3pm El Kahir Shrine Center 
 
April 20th    Bags Tournament 9am 
 
April 25th    Open Divan Meeting 6:30pm 
 
April 27th Potentate’s Ball  
  Cedar Falls Hilton Garden Inn 
 
May 4th  Kalona Trip 
  Al Shaul - 319-560-7414  

D.A.D. PROGRAM — DIME A DAY 

Every month the Temple sends out approximately 450 issues. Of 
these, we send out 125 copies to the widows of Nobles. At a 
monthly cost of approximately $ 0.60 /issue, keeping our widows 
informed of what is going on at El Kahir costs $ 900 per year. We 
are asking that you consider donating at least $35 per year for our 
Dime-A-Day (DAD) program to help fund the Karavan for these 
fine ladies. If only 26 Nobles subscribe for a dime a day then the 
costs for keeping our widows informed is covered. Your name will 
appear in our monthly El Kahir Karavan and you will be assisting 
the Temple in continuing our publications.   

Larry Schmidt 2/18 Rick Bowersox 3/19 
Margaret Billings 3/19 Darrell Zacharias 2/18 
Norm Wright 5/18 Dave Sutton 2/18 
Del Shaw 7/18 Larry Potter 8/18 
Wayne Billings 1/19 George (Phil) Morris 3/19 
Vera Sullivan 5/18 Ill. Sir Dan Bush 4/18 
H. Winfred Condon 8/18 Wayne Kinney 8/18 
Robert Stevens 10/18 Kim Zummak 12/18 
Gregg Wilson 3/19 

 
Contact the Shrine office for details or your pledge –  

(319) 395-0109 

Attention! Ye Sons of the Desert & Take Due Notice 

 

The El Kahir Shrine 
Illustrious Sir Roger D. Donegan 

Memorial Spring Ceremonial 

 
Saturday, April 13th 

El Kahir Shrine 
905 Tower Terrace Road 

Hiawatha, Iowa 
 

Schedule for the Day: 
Registration   9:30 
 First Section   10:00 
 Second Section  11:00 
 Moslem Feast:  12:30 
Third Section/Fezzing 1:30 

 

APRIL 10th     Ham/Chicken, Party Potatoes, Oriental                  
6:00 PM           Ramen, Veggies, Coleslaw, Lemon Desert  
           RSVP Nancy at Shrine Center 
           319-395-0109  
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Date   Destination    Driver    Co-Driver 
 

3/3   MPLS  Jay Owens   Greg Pechman 

3/8   MPLS  Rick Hofmeyer  Gene Gage 

3/13   MPLS  Bart Waddell  Casey Waddell  

In addition to the trips listed above, during this period of time  3 patient families 
provided their own transportation to hospital appointments. (with assistance 
from El Kahir).  

Ladies of El Kahir                                                                                                                                                   
       What a fun night 12 ladies had 
in Waverly at the Veterans post, 
socializing and playing the Left 
Right Center game. We look for-
ward to going back there in Septem-
ber for the monthly meeting.                                             
        April will be a very busy month 
at El Kahir. April 4 & 5 will have 
two circus shows each in Waterloo. 
Then Saturday the 6th and Sunday 
the 7th there will be two circus 
shows a day at the 5 Seasons Center 
in Cedar Rapids. If you need more 
tickets get hold of Nancy in the El 
Kahir office. On Wednesday, April 
10th, we will have our monthly 
meeting at the Shrine Center in Hia-
watha. Eat 6 pm. The menu is 
Chicken or Ham, please call Nancy 
with your reservation. Meeting is at 
7:30 pm and we will be cruising back 
in time. Ladies, please bring pictures 
of your Ball Gowns or Divan out-
fits. Carla Kelly will show us how to 
paint or etch glass.                  On 
April 13th will be the Illustrious Sir 
Roger D. Donegan Memorial cere-
monial. A Fun Day has been 
planned for the ladies. We will leave 
the Shrine Center before 10 am and 
travel to Zeppelins Bar & Grill’s 
private room. **Please RSVP to 
Nancy at 319-395-0109 by Monday 
April 8th, with your menu choice: 
SALAD:  Oriental or Mediterranean  

or Cobb.   SANDWICHES: Reuben 
Royal or Butterball Turkey or 
Smokehouse Turkey Burger or All 
American Burger. Cost $20.00 per 
meal. Also please attend the memo-
rial service for Illustrious Sir Roger 
afterwards.                 
     On April 14th the Patients Easter 
Egg Hunt will be from 1:30 pm to 
3:30 pm at the Shrine Center. Bring 
your children and grandchildren for 
this fun event. To end the month on 
April 27th is the El Kahir Poten-
tate’s Ball at the Hilton Garden Inn 
in Cedar Falls. Dueling Pianos will 
be our entertainment. Dark suit, 
Nobles and Ladies dress or pant 
suit. Enjoy a night of entertainment 
and socializing with friends. 
         A bus trip is planned for Fri-
day May 3rd, to the Pella Tulip Fes-
tival. Please call Jay at 319-269-1775 
to make your reservation. Leave by 
8 am return by 8 pm. The next day 
the bus will travel to Kalona with 
fun for all. Please contact Al Schaul 
at 319-560-7414 for reservations. 
        Ladies the FUN continues in 
2019. Attend an activity and bring 
your Noble along! 
      
 Sincerely,                                                                       
              Connie Owens - First Lady  
              Cell 319-269-2168 
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Robert L McGowan  1 
Kha N Phan   1 
Charles T King P.P.  2 
Melvin H Pexa   2 
Rusty J Meister   3 
Serge S Coronas   4 
Richard W Peshek   4 
Tom E Boeckmann  6 
Richard E Campney  7 
Dennis Hrabak   8 
David P Kroeger   8 
John M Waychoff   8 
Ross D Anthony   9 
Jay D Cassill   10 
Douglas C White   10 
Donald R Katterhenry  11 
Dave Hartley   12 
James C Kepple   12 
Shad K Roys   12 
James L Albright   13 
Jeffery D Hatch   13 

John C Betterton   14 
Michael Flockhart   15 
Richard E Kammerer  16 
Peter L Koppen   16 
Keith A Myhre   16 
Steven C Van Fleet  17 
Timothy E Allen   19 
Marvin L Berg   19 
Chris A Witt   20 
James E Scott   21 
Adam J Roeder   22 
William D Wallace  23 
Bradley D Kurtz   24 
Jack R Locke   24 
Ronald O Masters II  24 
Daniel J Kelley   25 
Kevin P Maloney   27 
Larry Potter   27 
Matthew G Trask   27 
Kelly F Mulford   28 
S M Brain P.P.   30 

Living Past Potentates 

 

CHARLES T. KING  `1976 

JACK F. ROLAND   1979 

MAX STEEGE, SR.   1983 

VILAS L. MORRIS, JR.   1986 

FRANK E. MEAD   1988 

GEORGE E. LITTLE    1989 

JACK F. ROLAND    1992 

JAMES M. FRY    1995 

GEORGE R. ZINSER    1996 

DENNIS R. WILEY    2000 

CARL E.A. HALLBERG   2001 

S. MICHAEL BRAIN    2002 

MARLIN W. MULLNIX    2004 

CHRISTOPHER D. GILSTRAP   2007 

RANDY E. CEJKA    2008 

DARRELL (DING) R. HANSEN   2009 

LINC ALDERSHOF    2010 

DAN R. BUSH    2011 

LARRY D. RITZE    2012 

FLOYD A. SAUTER, JR.   2013 

TODD B. EILER   2014 

DOUG J. STRIKE   2015 

RON L. DEVOLL JR   2016 

DAVID ROBINSON   2017 

DAVE SUTTON   2018 

PARADES 
Richard Bowersox, Recorder 

Nobles, Spring is not that far 

away, even with all the snow 

and freezing cold that we have 

had. This is the time to remind 

all of you who wish to partici-

pate in the parades for 2019 to 

get your insurance declaration 

coverages into the office. This is 

a necessity, not only to protect 

you but to protect the Shrine, 

and this is a requirement by-

law of Imperial.  

Remember we need the full 

page of declaration, not the 

card you keep in the glove box, 

which states your name, cover-

age, coverage limits, and dates 

of your coverage. Also, if your 

insurance expires in July you 

will need to provide a second 

declaration page for the re-

mainder of the year. 
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In Memoriam 

“ES SELAMU ALEIKUM” 

      Born   Created  Passed    

   John E. Linder   1/6/1934     5/4/2018 

  Cloyce Stafford   11/28/1927 9/19/1964  2/15/2019 

  Vern Kirchhoff   6/10/1929  11/20/1976 2/25/2019 
  Donald R. Page   5/18/1931  11/28/1987 3/1/2019 

  Dean Brain   3/9/1928     3/10/2019  

El Kahir Shrine Transportation Fund 
Mr. Kerry Noeller 

Mrs. Sandy Koppen 
Ms. Rebecca Scura 

In Memory of Noble Melvin Wrage 
Ms. Cindy Schwier 

In Memory of Noble Steven Fry 
Noble Carl Ellison and Lady Carol 

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Neville 
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Gilpin 

Loris J Morrison 
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Satterly 

Mr. and Mrs. John Hill 
Ms. Carolyn Taylor 

Laverne and Bonnie Forbes 
Mr. and Mrs. Louis Licht 

Ill. Sir Max Steege and Lady Barbara 
Ms. Alice Martin 

In Memory of Noble Vern Kirchhoff 
Noble Larry Schmidt and Lady Joyce 

In Memory of Nancy Kamerling 
Noble Stanley Herr and Lady Jacquelyn 

In Memory of Lady Elain Ehlers 
Noble Larry Schmidt and Lady Joyce 

Shriner’s Hospitals  

Open Door with the Divan 
Fourth Thursday each month 

(except November & December) 
6:30 pm at the Shrine Center 

in the Board Room 
Come talk with the Divan. 

 
You have questions, concerns, or suggestions? 

We would like to hear them, talk to you  
and develop a plan if needed.   

Some months there will be committees to give updates on their pro-
gress for the year. 

 
Jay W Owens  

2019 Potentate 
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