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Hello Nobles & Ladies: 
      Where has your Potentate been in 
March, April and May? 03/14 1st 
degree at Mount Vernon Lodge, 03/20 
3rd Degree in Waverly, 03/23 Tangier 
Ball in Omaha, 03/28-30 CSSA Busi-
ness meeting in Sioux City, 04/01 
Wright County Meeting in Eagle 
Grove, 04/04 Circus in Waterloo x 2, 
4/5 & 6 St Louis, IL meeting, 04/07 
Circus PM Cedar Rapids, 04/09 2nd 
degree in Mount Vernon, 04/10 Stated 
Meeting in Hiawatha, 04/11 North 
Iowa Shrine Club meeting in Mason 
City, 04/12 Basket Night with meet & 
greet candidates in Hiawatha, 04/13 
Ceremonial in Hiawatha, 04/14 Pa-
tient Easter Egg Hunt in Hiawatha, 
04/15 Grundy County Shrine meet in 
Morrison, 04/17 North East Iowa 
Shrine Club, 04/26 & 27 Potentate’s 
Ball in Cedar Falls, 05/03 Bus trip to 
Tulip Festival in Pella, 05/04 Bus Trip 
to Kalona, 05/05 Omelet Breakfast 
Hiawatha, 05/06 Divan Meet in Hia-
watha, 05/07 Mobile Nobles meet in 
Waterloo, 05/08 monthly meeting in 
Hiawatha. It was two good months of 
seeing Nobles, learning what they have 
planned for 2019 and enjoying their 
fellowship. 
      A big Thank You goes out to all 
the Nobles at the Spring Ceremonial 
as well as the First Section cast and the 
Directors Staff for the Second Session. 
Sutton Catering had a great meal and 

all who stayed for the candidates Fez-
zing. Our new Nobles are Noble 
Thomas Mehmen and Lady Debbie, 
Noble James Voss and Lady Kari, 
Noble Wayne Schmidt and Lady Janet, 
Noble Todd Owens and Lady Alli, 
Noble Joe Brokaw and Lady Rachael, 
Noble Daryl Roberts and Lady Melo-
dee and Noble Charlie Betterton. Wel-
come new Nobles and ladies. 
      I would like to thank Noble Greg 
Pechman, a new noble, for driving the 
ladies in the bus at Ceremonial. He 
took them shopping, to lunch with a 
program, and brought them back safe 
and secure. Thank you, Noble Greg. I 
would also like to thank the person 
who paid for, and donated, all the 
pizzas for the Patients Easter Egg 
hunt. He knows who he is. El Kahir 
and the Hospital Dads thank you for 
this donation. 
        Bingo is moving forward. Go 
date is May 16th at El Kahir. We are 
going in with the Hiawatha American 
Legion. They have the equipment and 
experience. We provide the building 
and half the weekly crew. If you would 
like to help with the Bingo, please 
contact Illustrious Sir Larry Ritze 
HPP. If you would like more infor-
mation on Bingo, please contact any 
Divan Member. This will be a win/win 
situation for both organizations.   
       After 4 years in our new building, 
we are moving forward with an elec-

tronic outdoor sign. It will have any 
combination of 4 rows of words done 
to one large row of words. Plans are 
moving forward and we are asking for 
donations from any Nobles, Units, 
Clubs and businesses. Cost may run as 
high as $28,000 but having the public 
know what we are doing will be price-
less. Thank you for your support in 
this project. 
       Onion sales should be in and 
onions delivered in May. Thank you to 
everyone for your support in this fund 
raiser for your shrine center El Kahir. 
        May brings parades and please 
remember to get your list of parades in 
the office. Please remember if you 
have a fundraiser planned we need a 
form filled out and filed at the office. 
Together it will be a great summer. 
        As 2019 rolls along, I would like 
to thank all the Nobles and Ladies for 
their participation and help at El Ka-
hir. We just don’t say it enough, Thank 
You for ALL you do for El Kahir and 
the Kids. Together we can make El 
Kahir Grow. Let’s be safe out there 
this month. 
             
 Yours in the Faith,  
 
  Jay Owens  
 Potentate 
       Potentate@elkahir.org 
 Cell 319-269-1775 

2019 DIVAN  

Board of Directors (elected)  

JAY OWENS - POTENTATE  

DALE ROBERGE - CHIEF RAB-

BAN  

RUSTY MEISTER -ASSISTANT 

RABBAN  

LARRY RITZE-HIGH PRIEST & 

PROPHET  

TOM BOECKMANN-ORIENTAL 

GUIDE  

LARRY POTTER - TREASURER  

RICK BOWERSOX -RECORDER  

 

APPOINTIVE  

ROBERT ZIMMERLY -CHAPLAIN  

MICHAEL ZINSER - DIRECTOR 

 

TRUSTEES  

GEORGE ZINSER P.P. 

FLOYD SAUTER P.P. 

JUSTIN TISOR 

KEITH ZEIGLER  

Ill. Sir Jay Owens 
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Nobles and Ladies, 
     Happy May!   Happy Motorcycle 
Riding!  Happy Parading!  Happy 
Mother’s Day! I’m sure that does not 
cover it all but it is a good start.   
     Ceremonial was a day of mixed 
emotions for me.  I was very proud to 
be a Shriner, and part of the Divan of 
El Kahir as I watched the new Nobles 
and their Ladies starting their journey 
in the Shrine and then to follow was 
the celebration of Illustrious Sir Roger 
Donegan’s life and work for Masons, 
El Kahir Shrine and for the children.   
     I would like to thank Grundy 
County Shrine for their generous hos-

pitality and great fellowship at the bi-
annual meeting in April.  It was great 
to see so many Shriners and their La-
dies.  Thanks to Butch Scott and Fred-
die Holmes for their efforts for such a 
fun night. 
     I am looking forward to the 
Shriner’s Awareness Day on Saturday 
June 8.  It is going to be a full day with 
a Show and Shine in the morning, an 
afternoon of fun and games with a 
band to dance the night away!  Bring  
friends, co-workers, and family mem-
bers!! I hope to see a lot of Shriner’s, 
their Ladies and lots of friends!  This 
day is all about the FUN and showing 
the public who we are!! 
     As Always, if you have any ques-
tions, please contact me at 612-386-
1020 or ChiefRabban@elkahir.org  
I look forward to seeing you at a pa-
rade! 
 
 Yours in the Faith,  
 Dale Roberge 
 Chief Rabban  

     Spring has sprung!  Or has it?  
What a year it has been weather-wise 
and it’s also been quite a year for Illus-
trious Sir Jay, Lady Connie, and the 
Nobles of El Kahir. 
     By the time you receive this, the Ill 
Sir Roger D. Donegan Memorial 
Spring Ceremonial will be in the books 
as we welcomed the new Nobles and 
Ladies into our Shrine family, we will 
have said our final good-bye to Ill Sir 
Roger, we will have enjoyed the excite-
ment of our kids as they hunted eggs at 
the Shrine Center and we will have 
enjoyed each other’s company at the 
Ball.  What a month it was! 
     The month of April, as busy as it 
was, is the just the beginning of what is 
yet to come!  Parade season will soon 
be upon us, we will enjoy the hospitali-
ty of our many clubs and units during 
their activities, and we’ll be preparing 
for the feztivities at Imperial and CSSA 
sessions.   
     D i d  s o m e o n e  j u s t  s h o u t 
“BINGO”?  How could we forget the 
planned weekly BINGO event at the 
Shrine Center?  We need a minimum 
of four workers every Thursday even-
ing to help with BINGO.  There’s only 
one requirement – you need to know 
how to have fun.  Nobles and Ladies 
are welcome!  Want to see what it’s all 
about before committing?  Come out 
and enjoy a Thursday evening playing 
the game.  I’m sure you’ll have a won-
derful time, meet some new people, 
and probably even renew some ac-
quaintances.  Ill Sir Larry Ritze is our 
“BINGO guru” so don’t hesitate to 
contact him if you have a question or 
would like to help. 
     While playing BINGO, wearing a 
fez at a parade or wearing a Shrine 
shirt at another event, you may be 
asked what it takes to become a 
Shriner.  Do you have a canned speech 
ready to go?  One that speaks to our 
mission and informs the questioner on 
how to join?  All too often, when 
someone asks how to be a Shriner, I 
hear “are you a Mason?  You need to 
do that first”.  The conversation ends 
and the inquirer never asks again.  
Perhaps the answer should be “all 
Shriners are Masons and Freemasonry 
is a fraternity based on the belief that 
each man has a responsibility to help 
make the world a better place while 
being devoted to his family, faith, 
country, and fraternity.  I can help you 

with that if you’d like”.  Get the inquir-
ers’ contact information and find a 
Lodge near him.  Tell him to check out 
the website BeAShrinerNow.com.  
Keep in contact and give him encour-
agement as he makes the decision to 
join us.  It takes but a few minutes and 
it could very well mean the difference 
on whether we have a new Brother or 
someone who will never ask about 
Masonry again. 
     In closing, I’d like to talk for a mo-
ment about Ill Sir Roger.  During my 
time as a Shriner, I’ve met some truly 
amazing men.  Men that I can only 
hope to emulate.  Men that truly lived 
their Masonic obligation, were humble, 
and always put others first.  So many 
of those men (and their ladies) have 
gone to that Grand Lodge above.  I 
fondly remember so many of them – 
especially when I see or hear some-
thing that floods my mind with won-
derful memories.  Those memories are 
frequent when it comes to Ill Sir Roger 
and I believe these comments will 
trigger some memories for you and put 
a smile on your face. 
     Do you remember going into the 
old office and seeing Roger without a 
tie? 
     Have you ever had your fez 
straightened by him? 
     Did you ever hear Roger voice his 
opinion? 
     Were you ever corrected by him 
when you did not address a Potentate 
or Past-Potentate as Illustrious Sir? 
     Did you ever plan to stop by the 
office to just drop off an item and 
ended up talking for an hour? 
     How many times did you see Roger 
cringe when protocol wasn’t followed? 
     When eating lunch at the Embassy 
Club, did you ever see Roger seated 
anywhere but “his spot”? 
     How many times did you hear 
about his grandchildren and great-
grandchildren (especially the twins!)?  
     Did you ever park in his parking 
spot? 
     Did you ever meet a man who 
loved the Shrine more? 
     I visited with Roger 100s of times 
while he was Recorder and after he 
retired.  In his final weeks, he asked me 
to review his obituary and told me a 
few things he’d like me to include in 
my remarks at his funeral.  He shared 
with me his many joys in life; first and 
foremost was Mary, then his family, 
then the Shrine. 
     A big part of Ill Sir Roger died the 
day Mary died.  Roger was tired…and 
lonely.   
 
I miss you, my friend. 
 
Yours in the Faith, 
Tom Boeckmann, Oriental Guide 
319-310-4724 
orientalguide@elkahir.org  

     Spring is upon us once again and 
parade season is right around the 
corner. Have you inspected all your 
equipment? Have you got a plan for 
parading this summer? This is one of 
my favorite Shrine activities to do. 
It’s great exposure for the temple 
and fun for all involved. Get your 
family involved in the fun. Speaking 
of family, our daughter Jade has just 
passed her state testing and is now a 
qualified CNA. I couldn’t be more 
proud of her. All this was accom-
plished during her senior year in 
high school. Her graduation party is 
at Papa Juan’s June 8th at 11:00am if 
anyone is interested in congratulating 
her.  I’m looking forward to all the 
fun events this summer with every-
one. Get involved, bring your 
friends, bring your families.  
 
 Yours in the faith, 
 Rusty Meister 
 Assistant Rabban  



4 

 

Date   Destination     Driver   Co-Driver 
4/30   Minneapolis   Marlin Mullnix  Marshall Mullnix 
5/6-7   Chicago   Todd Morgan  Dan Kelley 
5/8-9   Chicago   Bart Waddell   Julie Burrows 
5/9   Minneapolis   Jim McClintock  Marlin Mullnix 
5/13-14  Rochester Mayo  Marlin Mullnix  Marty Mullnix  

In addition to the trips listed above, during this period of time  2 patient families 
provided their own transportation to hospital appointments. (with assistance 
from El Kahir).  

PARADES 
Richard Bowersox, Recorder 

Nobles, Spring is not that far 

away, even with all the snow 

and freezing cold that we have 

had. This is the time to remind 

all of you who wish to partici-

pate in the parades for 2019 to 

get your insurance declaration 

coverages in to the office. This 

is a necessity, not only to pro-

tect you but to protect the 

Shrine, and this is a require-

ment by-law of Imperial.  

Remember we need the full 

page of declaration, not the 

card you keep in the glove box, 

which states your name, cover-

age, coverage limits, and dates 

of your coverage. Also, if your 

insurance expires in July you 

will need to provide a second 

declaration page for the re-

mainder of the year. 

May 16th  Thursday Night Bingo                                                                                                         

  El Kahir Shrine Center 5:30  

June 8th  Shriner Appreciation Day                                                                                                     

  El Kahir Shrine Center 11am to 4pm                                                                                           

  Live Band to follow.  

  Bring new members. 

June 30th  -  Imperial Session 

July 5th   Nashville, TN                                                                                                                

July 4th  PARADES                                                                                                                      

July 13th  El Kahir Golf Tournament 9am 

July 14th  Shrine Bowl Week Starts 

August 3rd   Hiawatha Fun Day                                                                                                             

  Food booth all day 

August 10th  Caravan Dike & Traer                                                                                                  

August 17th   Ladies Without Nobles Luncheon                                                                                               

  Reservations needed 

August 21-24th CSSA Convention                                                                                  

    Sioux City 

April 25th    Open Divan Meeting 6:30pm 

April 27th Potentate’s Ball 

  Cedar Falls Hilton Garden Inn  

El Kahir Shriners 
Hospital Patients 

Scheduling & 
Transportation 

Needs 
Please note that all patients’ 

scheduling and transportation 

needs should go through the El 

Kahir Shrine Office. 

Nobles should refer all inquiries 

to Nancy Grindle, Administra-

tive Assistant, at the Shrine Of-

fice – (319) 395-0109 or Ad-

minAssistant@ElKahir.org 

Fraternally. 
Richard Bowersox, Recorder 
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May 8th   Meatloaf, Mashed Potatoes                                                                                                    

  Corn, Salad                                                                                                                  

  Rhubarb Desert                                                                                                               

June 12th   Grilled Hamburgers, Baked Beans                                                                                              

  Marian’s Potato Salad, Broccoli Salad,                                                                                              

  Ice Cream Sundaes                                                               

$10 per person                                                                                                                             

RSVP Nancy at Shrine Center 319-395-0109  6 p.m. 

RSVP by Friday BEFORE Stated Meeting  

Ladies of El Kahir: 

      No Fooling, April was a busy 

month. Let’s look forward to an 

enjoyable May. Remembering our 

moms and thoughts to planting your 

spring garden. 

       Thank you to Carla Kelly for 

showing the Ladies how to etch and 

paint glass. It was a fun night and 

enjoyed by all present. 

       Ceremonial Day was a special 

day when El Kahir welcomed 6 new 

Nobles and their ladies into the 

Shrine Family: Rachael Brokaw, 

Debbie Mehmen, Allison Owens, 

Melodee Roberts, Janet Schmidt and 

Kari Voss. Ladies, please support 

and join your Nobles in this great 

organization that provides care for 

children and families in need. We 

come from all walks of life. What 

binds us together are the shared 

values and desire to have fun, do 

good, and build new relationships 

that will last a lifetime. 

       Ladies, the fun has just begun. 

Attend an activity and bring your 

Noble along. 

First Lady Connie S. Owens    

conniesueowens57@gmail.com   

Cell 319-269-2168  
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Mark A Hullinger   1 
Kenneth M Anderson  2 
Ollie J Tomson   3 
Robert G Walker   3 
Benjamin W Blackstock  5 
Peter Gouge   5 
David E Johnson   5 
Thomas C Rich   6 
Bernard D Cooper  8 
Wayne A Kinney   9 
Darrell R Zacharias  9 
Marvin D Boldt   10 
Cecil E Holmes   10 
Brian R Phillips   10 
Mark Sutton   11 
Douglas C Anderson  12 
Freeman B Smith Jr  12 
Joe E Boll   13 
Richard Reade   13 
Charles D Robison  13 
Richard L Bowersox  14 

Dennis C Christensen  14 
Delmar E Kramersmeier  15 
Christopher Lauderdale  15 
Rick L Seger   17 
Roger L Muth   18 
Ronald J See   18 
Paul J Yamilkoski   18 
Donald E Stamy   19 
Charles J Bacon   21 
Maurice J Morford  21 
Ruhl A Barker   22 
Floyd A Sauter P.P.  24 
Ted D Shelly   25 
Heinz G Kramer   26 
Donald H Gringer  27 
Keith R Reid   27 
Wayne A Schmidt   30 

Living Past Potentates 

 

CHARLES T. KING  `1976 

JACK F. ROLAND   1979 

MAX STEEGE, SR.   1983 

VILAS L. MORRIS, JR.   1986 

FRANK E. MEAD   1988 

GEORGE E. LITTLE    1989 

JACK F. ROLAND    1992 

JAMES M. FRY    1995 

GEORGE R. ZINSER    1996 

DENNIS R. WILEY    2000 

CARL E.A. HALLBERG   2001 

S. MICHAEL BRAIN    2002 

MARLIN W. MULLNIX    2004 

CHRISTOPHER D. GILSTRAP   2007 

RANDY E. CEJKA    2008 

DARRELL (DING) R. HANSEN   2009 

LINC ALDERSHOF    2010 

DAN R. BUSH    2011 

LARRY D. RITZE    2012 

FLOYD A. SAUTER, JR.   2013 

TODD B. EILER   2014 

DOUG J. STRIKE   2015 

RON L. DEVOLL JR   2016 

DAVID ROBINSON   2017 

DAVE SUTTON   2018 
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D.A.D. PROGRAM — DIME A DAY 

Every month the Temple sends out approximately 450 issues. Of 
these, we send out 125 copies to the widows of Nobles. At a 
monthly cost of approximately $ 0.60 /issue, keeping our widows 
informed of what is going on at El Kahir costs $ 900 per year. We 
are asking that you consider donating at least $35 per year for our 
Dime-A-Day (DAD) program to help fund the Karavan for these 
fine ladies. If only 26 Nobles subscribe for a dime a day then the 
costs for keeping our widows informed is covered. Your name will 
appear in our monthly El Kahir Karavan and you will be assisting 
the Temple in continuing our publications.   

Larry Schmidt 2/18 Rick Bowersox 3/19 
Margaret Billings 3/19 Darrell Zacharias 2/18 
Norm Wright 5/18 Dave Sutton 2/18 
Del Shaw 7/18 Larry Potter 8/18 
Wayne Billings 1/19 George (Phil) Morris 3/19 
Vera Sullivan 5/18 Ill. Sir Dan Bush 4/18 
H. Winfred Condon 8/18 Wayne Kinney 8/18 
Robert Stevens 10/18 Kim Zummak 12/18 
Gregg Wilson 3/19 Anonymous 3/19 
John Carter, JR 3/19  

 
Contact the Shrine office for details or your pledge –  

(319) 395-0109 

     Congratulations to our new Nobles 
who survived Noble Michael Zinser at 
the Roger D. Donegan Memorial Cere-
monial on April 13th. We welcome 
Nobles Joe Brokaw, Thomas Mehmen, 
James Voss, Daryl Roberts, Toddre 
Owens, and Wayne Schmidt. It is not 
too early to begin to find those good 
Brothers who will make good Nobles 
at our Lee Owens Memorial Ceremo-
nial on November 2nd. 
     You have probably heard this from 
me before, but do you know what is in 
your Shrine Membership Record? An 
easy way to check is to go online and 
go to WebFez which is our web-based 
Nobility membership system. 
     All Nobles, regardless of their sta-
tus, are listed in WebFez. Without 
accurate information in the system, 
neither El Kahir nor Shriners Interna-
tional can provide information to you. 

With WebFez, you are able to review 
and update your membership records 
to ensure that we have correct and 
updated information. This is especially 
important for you snowbirds who are 
out of town over the winter. Tempo-
rary address information (and the 
timeframe) can be entered into Web-
Fez so that when you are enjoying that 
sun in January, your mailings from El 
Kahir and Shriners International will 
still get to you. 
     The information in WebFez is 
more than just name, address, and 
phone number. You can ensure your 
Lady, Masonic Lodge, Fez size, email, 
cell phone, home phone, Clubs and 
Units your belong to, along with other 
information, is accurate. And, as I have 
informed you, you can pay your dues 
online with a credit card in WebFez. 
     To register in WebFez, just go 
online to: https://webfez.shrinenet.org 
and follow the step-by-step instruc-
tions. If there is any information you 
cannot change, please contact the El 
Kahir Office. 
 
 Yours in the Faith  
 
 
 

 Recorder 
 El Kahir Shrine  
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In Memoriam 

“ES SELAMU ALEIKUM” 

      Born   Created  Passed    

  Kenneth I. Barrett  12/16/1929 5/13/1972 4/10/2019 
  Eugene L. Larson  3/21/1933 12/5/1964 4/4/2019 
  Donald K. Herb  9/5/1936  5/27/1978 3/20/2019 
  Wendell W. Conrad  8/1/1916  5/28/1966 3/5/2018 

El Kahir Shrine Transportation Fund 
Ms. Sandy Koppen 

Mr. and Mrs. John OConner 
International Association of Electrical Inspectors 

In Memory of Noble Dean Brain 
Noble Keith Zeigler and Lady Judy 

Lady Shar Petersen 
Lady Wilda Solberg\ 

Mr. and Mrs. Randy Abel 
Justice Lodge #230 AF & AM 

In Memory of Noble Robert Sion 
Robert Sion Memorial Pool Tournament 

In Memory of Steve Fry 
Noble Hal and Lady Joyce Schaefer 

In Memory of Lady Elaine Ehlers 
El Kahir Mobile Nobles 

In Memory of Noble Gene Larson 
Noble Hal and Lady Joyce Schaefer 

In Memory of Lady Jean Zinser 
Lady Shar Petersen 
Lady Wilda Solberg 

In Memory of Illustrious Sir Roger D. Donegan 
Lady Shar Petersen 
Lady Wilda Solberg 

In Memory of Noble Harry Hograbe and Ill. Sir Richard 
Aldershof 

Noble John Carter, Jr.  

Open Door with the Divan 
Fourth Thursday each month 

(except November & December) 
6:30 pm at the Shrine Center 

in the Board Room 
Come talk with the Divan. 

 
You have questions, concerns, or suggestions? 

We would like to hear them, talk to you  
and develop a plan if needed.   

Some months there will be committees to give updates on their pro-
gress for the year. 

 
Jay W Owens  

2019 Potentate 
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